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For God And Country 


Boy Scouts in First Presbyterian Church, Thomasville, Georgia, awarded “God and Country” badge. 
Top Row—l. to r.—Scout leader, Mr. Richard Caldwell, Rev. Allen Gardner, tor; Scout Director, 
Mr. Wallace Tucker. Bottom Row—l. to. r.—Scouts Roy Edwards, Prince Jinright, George Fleet- 
wood, Franky Scoggins, and Charles Dillinger. See story page 7. 
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EMITORIAL 


The Church in China 
Further Developments 


In its relentless drive on Christianity the Com- 
munist government of Red China has now 1s- 
sued further restrictive orders. 


All governing boards and committees in the 
various churches have been abolished and the 
administration of the churches turned over to 
a government agency. 


Prior to this all churches had been forced 
into one church, or denomination, and in the 
various cities most of the churches closed. 


Now rules have been laid down as to what 
may be preached and what may not be 
preached. Hymn books and all other literature 
are now being carefully examined and all with 
“poisonous” thoughts or ideas are being re- 
jected. “Only teachings favoring union and 
socialism shall be used.” 


With the closure of most of the churches 
former pastors and Christian workers are now 
forced into the labor battalions for work in in- 
dustry or on the farm. 


From the above and mass of additional in- 
formation coming out of Red China it is ob- 
vious that the Christians need our deep sym- 
pathy and continuing prayers. Remembering 
these brothers in Christ at the throne of grace 
daily is our duty and our privilege. 

—L. N. B. 


Information vs Redemption 


Humanism teaches that once man has the 
right information about himself and his prob- 
lems he will proceed to correct them. 


Christianity teaches that man must be con- 
fronted with his sinfulness, realize his inability 
to save himself and turn to Jesus Christ for sal- 
vation. 
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The humanistic approach has always sought to 
inject itself into the Christian philosophy. It 
appeals to the ego of man. It gives him a feel- 
ing of being the captain of his own soul, the 
master of his own destiny. 


A popular fallacy of our own day is that the 
preaching of the Gospel is primarily a confront- 
ing of man with God’s love and that a realiza- 
tion of “acceptance” on God’s part breaks down 
man’s resistance and he then surrenders to 
Christ. 


But this is not true. Man needs infinitely 
more than to realize that he is “acceptable” to 
God. He needs to see himself for the rotten 
sinner that he is and to realize that there is 
nothing that he himself can do to atone for 
that sin. Then, in his state of utter helplessness 
the forgiving and redeeming love of Christ on 
the Cross should break his heart and cause him 
to turn to Him crying out for pardon and cleans- 


ing. 


In the field of sex obsession humanism is hav- 


ing a field day. Here in America sex is domi- 


nating the thinking and actions of an ever in- 
creasing number of people — young and old 
alike. 


Confronted with an alarming increase in sex 
looseness among young people there is now a 
growing demand for more sex education — as 
though sex education will decrease sex exper- 
imentation! Here the psychological effect is the 
opposite of that desired. The emphasis on and 
concern with sex needs far more than “sex edu- 
cation” to change the tide. Christian homes, 
founded on the Bible and with the Bible a part 
of daily family and individual devotions will 
do more to put sex in its right perspective than 
all other education put together. 


The humanists also have the answer to the 
problem of alcoholism. It is a “disease” not a 
sin in their philosophy. The writer readily ad- 
mits that an alcoholic is a sick person and he 
needs treatment as such. But alcoholism begins 
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as sin and it remains a sin although this sin 


brings on a dreadful disease in its wake. 


Some of the new drugs have made possible 
wide-spread decrease in the incidence of venereal 
diseases. We welcome such scientific advances 
but they are not the answer to man’s basic prob- 
lem. Such protection from the effects of lust on 
the body can and do but increase unbridled 


license. 


The answer to the problem of social disease 
lies neither in preventives nor at the scien- 
tific level. The answer must be found in that 
remedy which changes the heart of the indivi- 
dual — the blood of Jesus Christ which cleanses 
from all unrighteousness. 


The world is full of little towers of Babel; 
of man-made solutions for his basic problem 
of sin. The humanist works avidly to free man 
from the effects of his sinfulness. The Chris- 
tian must work with even greater zeal to bring 
men to Christ who alone can cleanse him from 
his sinful heart. 


Humanism may effect a measure of reforma- 
tion. Only Christ can redeem. 


Man needs far more than information about 


himself — he needs to be born again. 
—L. N. B. 


Neglect 


“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation?” Hebrews 2:3 


To neglect is to “not pick up” something 
which is valuable. For many years the people 
of South Africa did not pick up the diamonds 
which they were trampling under their feet. 
Then one day somebody picked up a bit of 
shining stone, found out it was a sparkling dia- 


_mond and the great diamond fields were dis- 


covered. 


God has a bit of “Good News” for mankind. 
There are many who still neglect it. Salvation, 
full and free, is far more valuable than the larg- 
est diamond, but many who are lost in sin have 
failed to lay hold upon eternal life, and it would 
be foolish indeed to even compare eternal life 
with a diamond. 


Let me change my illustration. Here is a man 


sick unto death. On the table by his bedside is 


a bottle of medicine which will cure him. He 
does not have to throw the bottle out of the win- 


dow to die; all he has to do is to refuse, to 
take the medicine. We do not have to be 
atheists, or opponents of Christ, to lose salva- 
tion: all we have to do is to refuse to take the 
gift which is offered us in the Gospel. Christ 
is our only Saviour: there is none other name 
under heaven, given among men, whereby we 
must be saved. I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father but by me. 


‘Not only may the unsaved man neglect sal- 
vation, but those who are saved may neglect to 
get the best there is for them. Salvation is a 
Big Gift. It means growing in grace; it means 
bearing much fruit; it means large service for 
the King; it means the unsearchable riches of 
Christ; it means great reward in heaven. But 
we must not neglect all the means of. grace: 
prayer, Bible Study, worship, witnessing, if we 
are to bear fruit and become rich in good works 
and perform a large service in the kingdom. 
We Christians can neglect our salvation. We 
can be scarcely saved, “so as by fire”, or we can 
have an abundant entrance into the kingdom 
and a great reward. Which shall it be? 

—J. K. P. 


The Moralist 


It is much more difficult to convince people 
of their guilt when their sins are those of omis- 
sion rather than those of commission. 


Let us consider for instance the moralist. In 
a worldly sense he is a good man. He does not 
steal, nor lie, nor take advantage of others. He 
gives to charity, obeys the law and lives a clean 
life. What more, he asks, can a man do? Secure 
in his belief that he is living right, he feels no 
need of a personal Saviour. 


But God’s Word is, “If we say we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 
in us”. (Whereas) “If we confess our sins He 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness”. 


The simple truth of the matter is this. There 
is no such thing as ethics apart from God. This 
fact is well known to the devil and he is glad 
to see a “good” man of the world and he actually 
strengthens such a man in his self-sufficiency 
and uses him as an example to others. For this 
reason then, this type of man is more damaging 
to the cause of Christianity than a drunkard 
or a thief whom no one would desire to imitate. 


Inc.. in Weaverville, N. C. 
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The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted to the statement, defense, and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints,published every Wednesday by the Southern Presbyterian Journal, 


Second-Class mail privileges authorized at Weaverville, N. C. Vol. XVII, No. 43, Feb. 25, 1959. Editorial and Business Offices: 
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He is also further from the Kingdom of Heaven 
and harder to convict of sin. 


Perhaps, therefore, we Christians might do 
well to stop spending all our efforts on the “bad’”’ 
people and go to work on the “good” people 
who are outside of Christ. One victory there 
probably would do more for the advancement 
of Christianity than several of the other type 
for it would not only result in the salvation of 
a soul but at the same time it would eliminate 


an anti-Christ “center of influence’’. 
LeC. 


A Grain of Sand 


Away back on one of memory’s shelves, on a 
vellowed slip of paper, sings this little verse: 
: Little drops of water 
Little grains of sand 
Make the mighty ocean 
And the wondrous land. 

A little grain of sand takes on a lot of dignity 
— even glory — in that statement. It is abso- 
lutely necessary in completing a continent. Some- 
thing like that is true in Sunday School atten- 


dance — or in any church service as for that. 


matter. One may not be very brilliant, nor a large 
contributor to the finances, but being present 
and on time for every service is an important fac- 
tor in the success of the Lord’s work. It helps to 
form a dependable nucleus that never varies. 


A few weeks ago there came to the Journal 
the report of a member who had not missed at- 
tendance at Sunday School in 45 years, and that 
was something rare and highly creditable. Comes 
now, however, an even more surprising record 
from Amherst, Va., reported by Rev. Graham 
Gilmer, D.D., the pastor of Amherst Presby- 
terian Church. He informs us that Mr. C. 
Snead Sharp, of that city, has not failed to be 
“on time” at Sunday School services in 58 years. 
His first 12 years were in the First Baptist 
Church and the remainder (46) in the College 
Hill Baptist Church, both of Amherst. Two 
Sundays were at other schools and one Sunday 
he was in the hospital, but the Sunday School 
class came to him and the whole service was 
held in the hospital room. 


Dr. Gilmer closes his statement by saying “He 
is a very fine man’. Well, a grain of sand is 
FINE when it is on the job. 

—W. C. S. 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division ef Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of Synod of N. C. 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 

OUR YOUTH. 
Second Semester 
January 26, 1959 


hapter, Future Business LOUIS C. LAMOTTE, PRESIDENT 
Leaders of America Maxton Nerth Carelina 
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Messages From Our 
Missionaries 


“You are entering into the time of year when 
you place special emphasis on World Missions. 
Those of you at home have just as much respon- 
sibility in proclaiming Christ to people of other 
countries as those of us on the field. You fulfill 
vour responsibility through giving, praying and 
working on the home-front, while we fulfill ours 
by giving, praying and working on the foreign- 
front, During this year’s mission season attend 
the special programs in your church and give 
and pray as you have never done before, as we 
need your gifts and prayers as never before. 
The World needs Christ and Christ needs you 
and all you can do to make Him known to the 
world.” | | 

—Rose Cameron, North Brazil 
* * * * 

“The members of two villages were waiting 
for me at the second place of worship. Actually 
the building was not a church, but was a large 
room built on to the house of one of the mem- 
bers. It was identified as a place of worship by 
the blackboard on the wall and the Bible on the 
table. This to me is symbolic of the church of 
Jesus Christ in the mountains of Taiwan. The 
Word of God has been taken to many of their 
villages, but the Bibles are closed and the black- 
boards are empty for there are few trained work- 
ers to explain the Word of God to these eager 
people. Thousands yearn to hear the Word of 
God — but closed Bibles — empty blackboards 
— empty hearts. May God grant us men and 
women to fill their blackboards and hearts with 
the Word of the Living God.” : 

—Blake Bradley, Taiwan 

“This fall Dr. Robert Phillips was certified by 
the American Board of Surgery and Dr. Ronald 
Dietrick took the first part of his examination 
for Board certification. These fine young doc- 
tors are adding great potential to our training 
program. Miss Pat Heilig is doing an outstand- 
ing job as our new head nurse. Miss Margaret 
Pritchard is carrying on the full load of the 
Nursing School with high calibre results. | 
have been flying one day each week to visit 
Korean Army Hospitals for teaching rounds and 
lectures. This has given me a new opportunity 
to witness to the love of Christ in an area closed 
to missionaries before. God is richly blessing 
the efforts of healing and teaching in His name 
in this medically primitive land.” 

—Paul S. Crane, M. D. 
Presbyterian Medical Center, 
Chunju, Korea 

* * * a * 

“Sunday morning, Mr. Hyakumoto preached 
on ‘No Room for Jesus’. He pointed out that 
Japan has had three great spiritual challenges. 
The first was the coming of Xavier in 1549. In 
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(614 Ieyasu Tokugawa, speaking for the nation, 
said ‘No’ and slammed the door of Japan in the 
face of the world. The second great challenge 
came with the first Protestant missionaries in 
1859. Response to the Gospel was slow, but 
crowing when the Emperor Meiji in the Im- 
perial Rescript on Education in 1890, once 
again recognized the threat of this dynamic 
faith and once again said ‘No’ to Jesus Christ. 
With defeat in World War II, and peace, has 
come a third challenge. Jesus is once again 
standing at the door of Japan. “This third an- 
swer has not yet been given’, said Mr. Hyaku- 
moto. “This answer in the making is our evan- 
gelistic task.’ ” 

—Katherine Womeldorf, Japan 


Worship and Service 
By Molly Jones Monroe 


Always in the Christian life there are twin 
elements. — worship and service. Every great 
servant of God has always been first a devout 


worshipper of his Lord and then an effective 


servant for his Lord. Neither worship nor serv- 
ice is complete without the other — they are 
the two important aspects of vigorous effective 
Christian living. Worship is the great essential. 
If there is no worship or communion with our 
Lord there is nothing left. But if worship has 
its proper place or priority, then all else will 
be done for His honor and glory. 


We read in Genesis chapters 5 and 6 where 
both Enoch and his great-grandson Noah wor- 
shipped God so fervently and had such close 
communion with their Lord that it is recorded 


of them that “they walked with God.” And the © 


prophet Amos says “can two walk together un- 
less they be agreed?”’ — unless they are in har- 
mony and accord. 


This dual quality of worship and service is 
prominently seen in the life of the Lord Jesus— 
our great Example. Withdrawn from men He 
obtained God-given power to serve men. It has 
been said that “nights of prayer make days of 
power,” and they do — even for us. The Psalm- 
ist tells us to “Be still and know that I am God.” 


We read in Luke 9:28 where Jesus went apart 
into a mountain to pray. From the mountain of 


_ worship He came down to the valley of service. 


God, who is Himself Holy calls upon each 
Christian to become holy or set apart to a life 
of righteousness, and thus to glorify our Lord. 
But how can we obtain this manner of conduct 
or a life of service for our Lord unless we first 
spend much time in worship — “much time in 
secret with Jesus alone?” 


The Apostle Paul, after his experience with 
Jesus on the Damascus Road, spent three days 
in Damascus without sight or food or drink 
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to distract his communion with the Lord. He 
spent three days of worship and communion 
with His Master before he was ready to start 
the greatest of all missionary careers in service 
for his Lord. 


We see also these two elements of Christian 
life in the lives of Mary and Martha of Bethany, 
the two sisters whom Jesus loved. Martha placed 
the wrong priority on service and was gently 
rebuked by Jesus for it. But Mary first sat at 
Jesus’ feet and worshipped and learned of Him 
before she undertook service for Him. 


How can we hope to serve Him effectively un- 
less we too “‘sit at His feet’”” and worship? 


“When I do not start my day with Christ 
My all in all — 
"Tis then that Satan has his way, 
And I am sure to fall; 
"Tis then that little things annoy 
And feelings crave release; 
"Tis then I seem to lose His joy 
And miss His inner peace.” 
—Selected 


How Honest Are We? 


EDITOR’S NOTE — Below we print a ver- 
batim copy of an actual letter which has come 
to our desk. In it there is much food for 


thought. Names have been deleted. 
—L. N. B. 


January 11, 1959 
Dearest— 

It was welcome news to learn that the con- 
ductor failed to punch your railroad ticket so you 
can use it a second time. In this year of heavy ex- 
pense every little bit helps. 


Incidentally, if you are on the alert there are 
other ways of picking up odd amounts here and 
there. By timing your departure from a restau- 
rant you may slip out in a crowd and avoid pay- 
ing the check. Also, by being constantly on the look- 
out you may discover loose change and various un- 


identified objects which may be acquired without 


detection. 


This procedure fits in exactly with many per- 
sons’ definition of integrity, “To be honest as 
long as anyone is watching.” 


One of many fallacies in this theory lies in the 
fact that someone is always watching. The man 
“upstairs” —- yes — but this principle goes be- 
yond that and falls with equal weight on the 
atheist or agnostic who doubts that there is an 
“upstairs”, for this watcher is the one who stares 
back at you when you look into a mirror, the 
constant bedfellow with whom you must be recon- 
ciled if you would sleep. 
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A relentless fellow, this, who may be ignored 
or shaken but temporarily if at all, who may be 
veered from his course for a time but never for 
long. For this synthetic super Sherlock Holmes’ 
mighty engine derives irresistible force from na- 
ture’s most compelling fuel, a concoction of the 
ethical imperatives of the Sermon on the Mount. 


History’s men of stature have been compatible 
with this sleuth. Bobby Jones, the only man who 
ever won golf’s quadruple crown — the American 
Amateur and Open, and the British Amateur and 
Open — once had a shot from deep in the woods 
on a crucial hole in a major tournament. No one 
saw him shoot. All assumed he was out in one. 
The scorekeeper announced his score as a four. 
“No,” said Bobby Jones, “I missed a shot in the 
woods. I had a five.” He lost the tournament, but 
he won the battle of life. 


On second thought, I guess we can’t afford the 
real cost of using that ticket a second time. What 


think you? 
Devotedly, 


January 30, 1959 


Dear 


I don’t want you to misunderstand my motives 
when I spoke Tuesday (at Presbytery) about the 
‘“nercentage” in the budget for 1959. I was speak- 
ing not so much for “less” for any of the other 
causes as for “more” for World Missions and all 
the causes. And that “more” not percentage-wise, 
but in actual amounts contributed. I and my 
people here at feel the need, 
as much as you, for our own camp-site in 
Presbytery. And so for all the other 


causes. But I am afraid too many of us, pastors 
and people—and the pastors are the ones who 
guide the gg forgotten the major pur- 
pose of the Chuch—EVANGELISM—and that in- 
cludes World-wide evangelism (or missions)—Acts 
1:8. If we have not forgotten it, we are neglecting 
it. We are so engrossed in our own parish situation 
with its needs that we have failed to look up to 
see “the fields white unto harvest” that lie beyond 
our own parish, our own Presbytery, our own 
Synod, our own Assembly, and even unto the ut- 
termost parts of the world. 


You and I labor here—and we think we have 
plenty to do and plenty of needs. But we labor 
in a situation where other churches are working 
alongside us—call it “co-operation” or “‘compe- 
tition’, as the case may be. We cannot go far 
before we pass another Christian Church—even 
tho it be not a Presbyterian Church. Very few 
pastors in our Assembly shepherd as many as 
five or six flocks (or churches), and they are 
fairly close together, and easy to reach with our 
automobiles. Most of us—like you and me—have 
but one church, one flock, and it closely knit 
within a small radius of our church and manse. 

Now I can speak out of my own experience on 
the field (which happened in God’s Providence to 
be in China). I had sometimes as many as 18 


different churches and flocks, assisted in the 


shepherding by never more than six, often only 
four or three, undershepherds—elders, licentiates, 
but not ordained ministers. These were scattered 
over an area up to 40 miles in radius from my 
center—which center (at one time) was itself 
60 miles from my place of residence. That distance 
was multiplied and extended many times over by 
the primitive modes of transportation I had to 
employ. 


You and I here deal with people who have known, 
or known about, the Bible from infancy. Our 
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missionaries in every field (including the Roman § 
Catholic fields) are dealing with people wh — 
are ignorant 100% of the content and teaching; 
of the Bible, and 95-99% ignorant that there 
is such a book as the Bible. Most of the mis. 
sionaries live in the midst of sanitary condi. 
tions to which you would not condescend to take 
your wife and family on an afternoon ride, much 
less live in day and day out for months and year; 
at a time. You and I may meet a little opposition 
in the way, more of competition. Our missionarie; 


3 — and hourly meet with opposition that, par. 
a 


ticularly in Roman Catholic and now in Mo. 
hammedan countries, is fanatical even to the point 
of bodily danger at times. 


You and I have colleges and seminaries that have 
trained us and our fellows for our work. And 
some of us have assistants, secretaries, and helpers 
(paid or voluntary) who are trained for their 
particular jobs and obtained by selection from 
many possible candidates. The helpers and assist- 
ants of the missionaries (if there be such) are those 
whom each one chooses (as looking promising) 
from among ‘his’ converts, has either to train. 
himself or send to institutions of much lower 
grade and standards (in most cases) to get any 
training and instruction at all. 


You have only to suggest to, or place before, 
your constituency a superfluity of literature to 
meet every conceivable situation, for them to buy 
it for themselves. The missionaries, if they have 
literature suitable for any situation or use (more 
often it is not available), must subsidize the pub- 
lishers to get it published at all, and then subsidize 
the buyer (by lowering the price) to get him to 
buy it at all. 


If you could ever visit a missionary home, you 
would see for yourself the (what would seem to 
you) primitive conditions in which they have to 
live. You have conveniences—utilities—which save 
you time and effort, of which most missionaries 


have very few or none at all. In some fields, of 


course, paid servants take the place of these 
utilities; but they may or may not be faithful, 
loyal, efficient; and most often are non-Christian 
and unsympathetic, and so employed for the evan- 
gelistic opportunity thus provided, both by teaching 
and example. 


And yet this is the work we must do if we are 
to be Christians—faithful and obedient to our 
Lord’s last will and testament, His command. And 
not only must we do it for obedient love’s sake, 
but we must do it for our own salvation. The 
urgency of the world situation makes time of the 
essence in the world mission. In every field where 
we are at work today there are heathen or con- 
munistic forces at work trying to “get there first” 
with their particular doctrines and way of living. 
Communism is trying desperately to capture the 
following of the people in Japan, in Korea, in 
Mexico, in Brazil, in the Congo, to say nothing 
of the other and smaller fields. Romanism i 
trying desperately to beat out the Protestants in 
Brazil, in Mexico, in Portugal, in Equador, in the 
Congo, in Taiwan, and in all the other fields. 
Mohammedanism is trying to hold the loyalty of the 
people of Iraq, and to gain the loyal following 
of peoples in the Congo and in other neighboring 
lands. There is still much “heathenism” in 4! 
our fields, but it is more or less dead superstition 
(that yet has a deathly hold on the people). But 
now coming more and more into the fore are these 
“living’’ forces that are fighting not only to keep 
what they have, but to get there before Christ 
and other competing forces take hold. It is 4f 
question of “Christ or Marx’, “Christ or Mo- 
hammed”, “Christ or the Pope (or the Virgin 
Mary)”—which will get there first? which will 
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in the ear of the people first? which will gain 
ne heart of the people first? which will get there 
first with the most? 


hat will you have? what do you want? It 
sea upon what you and I and multitudes of 
Christians decide, what we choose —— our own 
present welfare and comfort today, with we know 
not what if we shut our eyes to the consequences 
and refuse to consider them—or our own present 
self-sacrifice and doing without a little while longer 
(even of things that may seem to us essential), 
with the promise of ultimate satisfaction and se- 
curity in the heaven of our Lord. 


I am pleading not only with you, but with 
every pastor and elder in our Presbytery, and in 
our Synod, and in our Assembly — and every 
Christian in this so-called Christian land, so God- 
favored, yet so blinded with our own prosperity. 


Please forgive me, , if I have seemed 
to be stepping on your toes. But I believe the 
time has come for us not to “WAKE UP OR 
SHUT UP”, but (to paraphrase the words of Dr. 
Frank Laubach) “WAKE UP OR BE BLOWN 
UP”—in which case surely (if what we preach 
is true) we ourselves shall be saved, yet so as 
by fire. And what of the millions and millions 
of unbelievers! ! ! 


And as to the effect of giving to World Missions 
or the giving to the other benevolences of the 
Church, I have no fear—only a great hope. For I 
remember a statement by our sainted Executive 
Secretary of earlier days, Dr. Egbert W. Smith: 
“If I were called to the pastorate of a ‘dead’ 
church, the first sermon I would preach would 
be on foreign missions. For I verily believe that 
unless they are dead indeed, that would do most 
to awaken them.” Try it! Test it! Prove it to 
your own satisfaction. But you have to do it 
with his spirit—in fulness of faith, in fulness of 
love, trusting the Lord to bring forth the harvest. 


With my love for a brother minister and pastor, 
and with my prayers, 


Cordially and fraternally, 


Antidote to Folly and 
Juvenile Delinquency 


By Wade C. Smith 


In this day when there is so much publicity 
concerning juvenile delinquency and teenage 
outlaws, it is refreshing to have reports of charac- 
ter building activities by groups of young people 
who have been led to see there is something 
much more satisfying than vandalism. While 
the reports of Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, chief of 
the F. B. I., showing that crime among teen- 
agers has increased 10% in the past two years, 
are alarming enough, yet there are literally mil- 
lions of young people who are leading normal 
lives and developing into good citizens. Vanda- 
lism in spots here and there is played up in the 
“news”, because it is of exciting interest, while 
the vastly greater proportion of normal and 
wholesome life existing among the youth of our 
land gets scant notice ban the press. The situa- 
tion in juvenile crime is bad enough and calls 
for the utmost efforts to combat it. Sunday 
Schools, parental training and guidance in Chris- 
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tian homes, Bible teaching in public schools 
(where permitted) and the Boy Scout organiza- 
tion are serving in large measure to forestall 
youthful folly, but in some areas they seem to be 
losing ground. 


Now comes a report of what a Boy Scout 
troup is doing in the First Presbyterian Church 
of Thomasville, Georgia, “For God and Coun- 
try’, religious phase of the Scout program. Five 
boys of the troup, whose names and pictures ap- 
pear on the front cover of this issue, earned the 


_ award after working for it more than a year. 


Following are some (not all) of their activities 
in earning this valued award, symbolized by a 
colorful “Crusader’s Shield”, featuring the cross 


in red on a white background. The Shield is 


suspended on a blue ribbon, attached to a blue 
bar, with the inscription “God and Country” in 
gold letters. 


The following is reported by Mrs. R. G. 
Fleetwood, Jr.: 


_ The Scouts began their work toward the God 
and Country award by drawing a map of the 
World and placing the nine Mission Stations of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church on it. 


‘They took an active part in “World Missions 
Season” by making posters for bulletin boards 
in the Fellowship Hall and Church School. Dec- 
orated buildings for the World Missions Season. 
Studied about Japan and the work of our mis- 
sionaries there. Brought mementos of Japan 
for the Sunday School classes. Attended services 
as a group (in uniform) when missionaries from 


_ Japan and Africa spoke to Church family. 


Drew a map of Georgia and placed on the 
map all the institutions owned by the Synod of 
Georgia. 


Set up tables for the Men of the Church sup- 
pers and served at the tables during the meal. 


Waited on tables for Family Night Suppers 
for over a year. 


Visited new people in town and brought in 
five (5) new Sunday school members. Two of 
these have joined our church. 


Under the direction of D. C. E., Gail Chris- 
tensen they collected and packed samples of 
medicine and vitamins for Mission stations in 
Korea. 


Planted winter grass for church and fertilized 
all shrubbery. 


Visited the Welfare Dept. and helped during 
Christmas. 


Visited Salvation Army and learned about 
their work. 


Drew Seal and Symbol of Presbyterian Church 
and learned their meanings. 
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Read history of local church and wrote it 
down for the minister. 


Memorized the books of the Old and New 
Testaments, the Ten Commandments, the 
Beatitudes, and 23rd Psalm and recited same to 
Elder, David Mallard. 


Delivered Civil Defense emergency handbook. 


All work was done under the direction of 
Mrs. Prince Jinright 


Jesus Passed By 


Looking upon Jesus as He passed by, 

John stood with two young men one day; 
“Behold the Lamb of God!’’, he said, 

The two then followed Him all the way. 

As Jesus passed by, Nathaniel said, 

“Can any thing good come from Galilee?”’ 
Doubtfully questioning, astonished, he asked, 
“Thou Son of God, whence knowest Thou me?”’ 
Nicodemus, the ruler, came by night, 

To know the secret of Jesus’ fame; 

“Marvel not’’, said He, “by the Holy Ghost, 
Ye surely must be born again!”’ 

He passed by the water, turned it to wine, 
This man of miracles, at the wedding feast; 


He passed by His mother, yet somehow she 
knew— 


“Whatever He saith, that we must do’’. 


When in the temple, they bought and sold, 


Great was the sin they committed there! 
Jesus passed by;—He drove them all out— 
“My Father’s house is a house of prayer!”’ 
A woman came to draw water one day, 
Then, Jesus passed by this Samaritan well, 
He told her all she had ever done— 


Many souls came to know Him by what she 
did tell! 


For cleansed and forgiven, rejoicing she went, 
Worshipping not in any certain place, 
But God in Spirit, and God in Truth, 
God the Father, the Son, the God of all Grace. 
Jesus passed by! how sweet the sound! 
“What will ye do with Him?”, the Spirit spake, 
I turned and accepted Him in my heart— 
As one day He came and passed my way. 

. What have you done with Jesus? 
As He comes passing your way? 


You need Him! He wants you! harden not 
your heart! 


Now is the hour, today is the day! 
R. K. 
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The National Council Urges The 


Churches To Aid Communism 


By Vernon W. Patterson 


How does the National Council really work? 
It is obvious that its vast activities cannot be 
planned or carried out by its triennial General 
Assemblies or its quarterly General Board meet- 
ings. How does it operate in formulating its 
frequent pronouncements and in its other ac- 
tivities designed to influence public opinion 
and legislation, both nationally and interna- 


tionally? 


The last meeting of its General Board, Dec. 
3-4, 1958, adopted this resolution: 


“If and when... it appears that specific pro- 
nouncements in any area of international af- 
fairs should be made by the National Council 
of Churches, such pronouncements will be de- 
veloped by the responsible departments and 
divisions of the Council for adoption by the 
General Board.’’* 


Notice that the starting point is not with the © 


churches or their governing bodies. 

The Cleveland, O., World Order Study Con- 
ference, Nov. 18-21, 1958, sponsored by its De- 
partment of International Affairs, illustrates 
clearly the operation of this principle. 


The Department of International Affairs had 
a ‘Message to the Churches” “prepared by a 
committee of 23 outstanding laymen and clergy 


under the chairmanship of Dr. John C. Bennett, 


dean of the faculty, Union Theological Sem- 
inary, New York, with Dr. Theodore A. Gill as 
rapporteur . . . Dr. Gill is president-elect of 
Francisco Theological Seminary in Cali- 
ornia.” 


The Conference then was called by the Presi- 
dent of the National Council, Dr. Edwin T. 
Dahlberg, and was convened by the Division of 
Christian Life and Work and its Department 
of International Affairs. | 


The “delegates were from the Council’s 33 
constituent communions, councils of churches, 
and related church agencies. The churches’ del- 
egates were selected by the denominations and 
included both clergy and laity, with the latter 
constituting two-thirds.” ‘They (the Confer- 
ence delegates) were chosen for their specific 
competence in the field of foreign affairs.” 


*Unless otherwise indicated, all quotations 
are from National Council news releases or pub- 
lications. 


Italics are supplied by the writer for em- 
phasis. only. 
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How well “chosen” they were is attested by 
the fact that the startling, pro-Communistic 
“Message” of the Conference, as finally modi- 
fied after four days of discussion, was “as a 
whole approved unanimously on the floor.” 


This Message” was then sent to the General 
Board, which met Dec. 3-4, 1958. The Board 
adopted a resolution, in which, while withhold- 
ing official endorsement, it “commended” the 
Cleveland Conference for speaking out “on con- 
troversial political, economic and social issues” 
in its “Message to the Churches, calling for 
changes in the United States foreign policy.” 


“The Board then declared that the Cleveland 


study conference ‘has performed a valuable func- 


tion in helping the churches and their members 
carry forward the process of the American peo- 
ple’s development of their foreign policy.’ ” 


The resolution adopted by the Board con- 
cluded as follows: 


“We call upon our constituency and all Amer- 
ican citizens to study carefully the full text of 
the message of the Cleveland conference, and 
later, when available, its full report, to the 
end that reasoned progress may be made by the 
people of the United States and their govern- 
ment toward solving the serious problems faced 
by our nation in its foreign relations.” 


Dr. Kenneth L. Maxwell, Executive Director 
of the Department of International Affairs, re- 
ported that “the Council will devote a year of 
intensive education and action to a coordinated 
emphasis on Christian concerns in international 
relations.” This will run from June, 1959, 
to June, 1960, and will be carried on 
through denominational and _ interdenomina- 
tional leadership training in conferences, camps 
and assemblies from coast to coast; then through 
institutes in state and local councils of churches, 
and programs for peace developed in_ local 
churches.” 


All of these pronouncements and actions were 
promptly given the greatest possible publicity 
by every means available. 


Briefly summarized the “Message” and the 
accompanying “Report of Section II,” “The 
Power Struggle and Security In a Nuclear Age,” 
advocated the following: 


_ Diplomatic recognition by the United States 
of Red China. 
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Admission of Red China to the United Na- 
tions. 


Co-existence with “the Communist nations.” 


Avoidance of “the posture of general hostil- 
ity” to “the Communist nations.” 


A call to “fellow churchmen to work to over- 
come segregation in all areas, beginning with 
their own congregation and including housing, 
public services and economic or occupational 
opportunities.” 


Ratification of the genocide convention. 


Internationalism to supersede national pa- 
triotism. 


“Disarmament by multilateral agreement” 
with “the goal of universal disarmament.” 


The use of military force only when “sanc- 
tioned by and under the control of the United 
Nations.” 


“The creation of a permanent United Na- 
tions police force.” Abolition of universal mili- 
tary training. | 


Abolition of “the system of military conscrip- 
tion“ and of the Selective Service System. 


Opposition to “the concept of nuclear retalia- 
tion or preventive war.” | 


Extension of trade and travel without restric- 
tions between the United States and Communist 
countries. 


This could not have more nearly conformed 
to the Communist “line,” if it had originated in 
the Kremlin. 


THE WORKER, Communist organ, exultant- 


ly gave a third of its front page to reporting 
this as the expression of ‘38 million Protestants.” 


The representation of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. is an illustration of how far from 
the truth this claim was. Of the 639 officially 
registered delegates, only three were listed as 
members of this denomination. These were Mr. 
John H. Cooley of Davidson, N. C. represent- 
ing the United Council Youth Movement; Mrs. 
W. Murdoch MacLeod of New York, N. Y., rep- 
resenting the National Council of Churches and 
the United Church Women; and Dr. Malcolm 
P. Calhoun of Richmond, Va. Dr. Calhoun is 
not listed in the 1958 Minutes of the church's 
General Assembly as one of its representatives 
to the Council. 


Some church leaders are so naive as to be- 
lieve that, by being members of the National 
Council, they can exert an effective evangelical 
and stabilizing influence on it. Others are so 
misled and deceived as to think that their 
churches can use the Council to aid in propa- 
gating the blood-bought gospel of the virgin- 
born, crucified and risen Son of God. 
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The Cleveland Conference and the later ac- 
tion of the General Board demonstrates that, 
on the contrary, the National Council is se- 
ductively and aggressively using the churches 
to promote pacifism, socialism, and to give aid 
and comfort to the Communists. 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 15 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Undergoes Trial 


Background Scripture: Mark 14:53-15:15 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 22:1-19 


Psalm 22, written by David, is a Messianic Psalm and is referred to in the gospel accounts of His cruci- 
fixicn. Let me call your attention to several of these verses. Verse one, “My God, My God, why hast 
thou fersaken me?” is the verse Tesus used on the cross as He uttered this awful cry. (see Matthew 27:46 
and Mark 15°34). Verse 7, “All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake 


the head, saving, (verse 8) 
seeing he delighted in him” (see Matt. 27:39, 
43 and Mark 15:29) Verse 16, They pierced my 
hands and my feet (see Matt. 27:35 and John 
20:25. Verse 18,) Thev parted my garments 
among them, and cast lots upon my vesture 
(Matt. 27:35; Luke 23:34; Tohn 19:24). These 
references show how truly Messianic this Psalm 
is. David, writing by inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, used expressions that can only be ful- 


filled in Christ. The prophets often did this 


when they wrote their prophecies. 


In verses 45-53 of Mark, chapter 14 we have 


the account of the betrayal and arrest of Jesus, ° 


and the cutting off of the servant’s ear, and 
then the simple statement: and they all forsook 
him and fled. After all their boasting that they 
would never desert him. What would you and 
I have done? Do not be too hard on the disciples 
until we can be sure about ourselves. I wonder 
sometimes about myself. It is easy to judge 
others and call them cowards, but who knows 
the weakness of his own flesh? Our lesson today 
concerns the trials of Jesus, and we see how un- 
just and unfair and brutal these were. Think 
as we proceed with the lesson, of Jesus, the Son 
of God, the Future Judge of all nations, under- 
going all this for us. Think of His suffering 
as He stands before these wicked men. This is 
part of the price He paid for our salvation. This 
was a — of His humiliation as He emptied 
Himself and became our Saviour. It is hard for 
us to fully understand all of this. Try to put 
yourself in His place as He faces the high 
priests, the Sanhedrin, and Pilate and Herod; 
the Sinless One tried by sinners. 


I. His Trial Before the High Priest: 56-65 


John tells us that He was led first to Annas, 
the father-in-law of Caiaphas the high priest. 
This first trial was before a hastily gathered 
meeting of the council, composed of chief priests 
and elders and scribes. This was not legal and 
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He trusted in the Lord that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, 


was not a regular meeting. In the morning they 
seemed to have met again to ratify their 
action of the night before. We cannot help but 
feel that Nicodemus and Joseph were not among 
those who examined Jesus that night. We know 
there were others who did not agree, but the 
Bible says they would not confess Him because 
thev loved the praise of men more than the 
praise of God. It is so easy to go with the ma- 
jority, to run with the crowd. It does seem 
such a pity that there was not a man among 
them brave enough to “stand up for Jesus”. 
What would you and I have done if we had been 
there that night and the next day? It is all 
very well to point out their timidity or coward- 
ice, but would we have been any more coura- 


geous? 


They sought false witnesses against Him but 
their testimony did not agree. Finally they 
found some who said that He would destroy this 
temple made with hands and build another 
made without hands. If we turn to John’s Gos- 
pel chapter 2 we find that Jesus was talking 
about the temple of His body and we know that 
He spoke the truth. All this time Jesus held 
His peace and answered nothing. Isaiah had 
prophesied that as a sheep is dumb before his 
shearers so he would not open His mouth. Then 
the high priest asked Him the question, Art 
thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? Jesus 


said, I am. The high priest rent his clothes and 


said, what need have we of further witnesses? 
Ye have heard the blasphemy; what think ye? 
And they all condemned him to be worthy of 
death. 


How easy it would have been for Jesus to 
escape the cruel death and the cross by simply 
saying as the Unitarians say of Him. “I am just 
a good man and a teacher.” But Jesus claimed to 
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be The Son of God, and it was this claim that 


led to His condemnation. The issue is clear cut 


and plain. Jesus had to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth. This He did. 
To do otherwise would make Him a liar. So 
He was condemned for speaking the truth. 


Notice now the shameful treatment He re- 
ceived at the hands of those who tried Him. 
Try to picture the brutal scene. These men 
were supposed to be a sort of jury and their 
duty was to see that justice was done. All the 
base and brutal instincts of evil man seem to 
come to the surface and reveal the wickedness 
of those men. This was but a mockery of a 
trial. 


II. Peter Denies His Lord: 66-72 


“Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
“lest he fall,” is a good verse to remember as we 
think about Peter and his denial of his Lord. 
Peter had been very sure, and even boastful, of 
his ability to stand by Jesus, even though all 
the others might desert Him. “The spirit is 
willing, but the flesh is weak’, is another verse 
we should keep in mind. This old human na- 
ture of ours is very weak. I will have no con- 
fidence in the flesh, said Paul, even though he 
could have boasted of many things. He de- 
scribed his struggles in the seventh chapter of 
Romans and concludes by saying that we have 
victory in the Lord Jesus Christ. The only life 
is the life led by the Spirit and filled with the 
Spirit. We can be strong in the Lord and in 
the power of His might. 


To be fore-warned is to be fore-armed, and 
Peter was solemnly warned that “before the 
cock crow twice thou shalt deny me thrice.” 
Peter, so sure of himself, paid no attention to 
this warning and only remembered when it was 
too late. Then the apostle forgot to watch and 
pray. to be on the alert. When he should have 
been watching he was asleep. How often the 
Bible tells us to “watch”, to be always “alerted” 
and never at ease. 


Peter followed Jesus but he followed “afar 
off” unto the palace of the high priest. Perhaps 
if he had stayed closer to his Master that night 
as they led Him to the high priest, he would 
have been by His side the next day when Jesus 
was unable to carry His cross and would have 
been pressed into service instead of “Simon a 
Cyrenian”. We do not know where Simon 
Peter was the next day, but what an honor 
would have been his if he, Simon Peter, had 
gone out to Calvary bearing the cross for Jesus, 
instead of the other Simon. I wonder if Peter 
ever thought of the honor that might have been 
his. It was to his credit that he followed to see 
what would happen to Jesus. It took some 
courage to come back and do this after they had 
all forsaken Him and fled. 
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He ventured in when Jesus’ enemies were 
treating Him so shamefully, he “warmed him. 
self at the enemies’ fire’ and when the tests 
came, he denied Him even to cursing and swear. 
ing. And the second time the cock crew. And 
Peter called to mind the word that Jesus said 
unto him, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt 
deny me thrice. And when he thought thereon 
he wept. 


Simon Peter repented. He was forgiven and 


restored to leadership in the band of disciples. - 


He was never made a “pope’’. He remembered 
his weakness and sin to the day of his death, | 
am sure. 


There are many lessons for us in this sad case. 
It never pavs to boast of our standing as Chris. 
tians. It is only in the strength of Christ that 
we stand at all. We must always be on our 
guard — watch and pray — for temptations slip 
upon us and we need to be “on the alert” al- 
ways. Keep close to Jesus. Follow Him and be 
ever near Him. We need Him. He needs us. 
If we fall, do as Peter did, repent, weep bitter 
tears. He will forgive if we come back. IT am 
sure that Peter’s denial hurt Jesus even more 
than the treatment by the Jews. Let us beware 
lest we hurt Him today. 


IW. Jesus’ Trial Before Pilate: 15:1-15 


There was one more step which the Jews had 
to take before thev were satisfied: they de- 
termined that He must be crucified, and in 
order to put Him to death, the Roman au- 
thorities must pass sentence, for the Jews were 
not allowed to put anvone to death. So the 
Tewish leaders held a consultation and bound 
Him and delivered Him to Pilate. Pilate was a 
wicked and weak man. Read all the accounts 
and see how he tried in many ways to let Jesus 
go free. He pronounced Him innocent, for he 
perceived that for envy these rulers had con- 
demned Him. He tried to get them to agree on 
his releasing Him, but they asked for Barabbas 
and demanded that Jesus be crucified. 


Jesus’ Trial before Pilate was mockery. Pilate 


pronounced Him innocent, and also Herod, but 


both allowed Him to be treated in the most 
brutal and shameful manner. And so Pilate, 
willing to content the people, released Barabbas 
unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he had 
scourged Him, to be crucified. Two things 
we see in Pilate: cowardice and cruelty. He 
was a coward for he was afraid of the people. 
He scourged Jesus, although he knew Him to 
be innocent, and scourging was almost as pain- 
ful as crucifixion. Jesus stood before Pilate: 
Pilate will have to stand before Jesus in the 
Day of Judgment. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 15 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Importance Of Our Thoughts 


Scripture: Ephesians 4:11-24 


Suggested Hymns: 

“O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 

“Rise up, O Men ot God” 

“Awake, My Soul, Stretch Every Nerve” 
Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Have you ever heard someone say, or have 
vou ever said yourself, ““What difference does it 
make what I think?” Certainly we are tempted 
to believe that our thoughts are not of much 
importance in determining the course of the 
world. It is a fact however, that only those peo- 
ple who have been willing to think have had 
much influence on the world. It would surely 
be surprising if we could know how often mat- 


_ ters of real importance have gone by default be- 


cause no one was willing to say or do anything. 


There have been times when evil and unworthy ~- 


persons have seized control of situations because 
they were the only ones who were ready to act. 
What we say and do are determined by what 
we think. We prepare ourselves for opportunity 
by being thoughtful. If we are unwilling to do 
any serious thinking about life and the things 
that matter, we shall not be prepared to meet 


life’s opportunities. 


When the three hundredth anniversary of the 
founding of Harvard University was celebrated 
in 1936 it was observed that during those three 
hundred years much more progress had been 
made in the area of material science than in 
matters of morals and the spirit. Perhaps the 
reason for this difference was that people had 
been doing more serious thinking about ma- 
terial progress. It is possible that we are still 
giving more thought to material things than 
to the things of the mind and the spirit? Many 
people are persuaded that we are. 


From this time forth let us try to keep in 
mind the fact that our thoughts and our ideas 
do matter. In this program we shall see why 
they are important. 


First Speaker: 
When we come to think of it, history is very 
largely a study of people who have had ideas 
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and the courage to translate those ideas into 
action. The notable changes that have taken 
place and the outstanding events have largely 
been the results of ideas. A man named Coper- 
nicus had an idea that the earth and the other 
planets revolved around the sun, while prac- 
tically everyone else was satisfied to believe that 
the earth was flat and the center of the universe. 


Few people paid any attention to this idea until 


Galileo invented the telescope, which revealed 


new evidence to support the theory. Many of 


the “scholars” in the schools and the churches 
resisted this new and radical idea. Then Sir 
Isaac Newton brought forth his findings about 
the laws of gravitation, and the Copernican 
theory had a reasonable explanation. The work 


of these three men has opened new worlds, new 


opportunities, and new areas of progress, and 
it was a work which in every case had its basis 
in ideas. It is only when people are willing to 
do some serious thinking that new ideas come 
forth, and new ideas lead to progress. 


There was a man named Karl Marx who had 
seme very influential ideas. He believed that 
the real things are material things, that the most 
important things to people are the material ne- 
cessities of life, and that the ultimate good 
would be for all the people to share equally all 
the things. Since wealthy property owners would 
not be likely to give up their rights and their 


property willingly, Marx believed that violence 


would have to be used to bring about the de- 
sired goal. He believed that the goal was so im- 
portant that any means would be justifiable in 
obtaining it. We are seeing these ideas at work 
today. We are living in an age of violence when 
Communistic Russia is using every means to 
bring about the goal of Marx .. . the material- 
istic, Communistic society. Wars, threats, pres- 
sures, tortures, mass executions, mass imprison- 
ments, lies, tricks, broken promises . . . all of 
these are the results of the ideas of a man. Who 
would dare to say that what a man thinks is un- 
important? 


Second Speaker: 


It is certainly important to be creative and 
original in our thinking, but that is not all that 
matters. It is even more essential that our 
thoughts and our ideas be morally and spiritual- 
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ly good. There have been criminals who had 
very clear and original ideas, but they were evil 
ideas and they brought forth that which was 
evil. The most dangerous thing in the world 
is perverted brilliance. As we consider the value 
of serious thinking, we must remember that our 
minds should always be in submission to Christ. 
Until our lives are transformed by the power 
of Christ and we are made new creations in Him, 
our lives are sinful and all our thinking is con- 
taminated by sin. Men have tried to improve 
themselves, but have always failed. Our only 
hope of having our lives transformed from sin- 
fulness to righteousness is in admitting our own 
helplessness and in putting our trust in the 
redeeming work of Christ. Once we have trusted 
in Christ as our Saviour from sin, we know that 
we have newness of life, but this does not end 
our responsibility. We must continue to test 
our thoughts by the truth which God has re- 
vealed in the Bible and in Christ. This means 
that we must be increasing our knowledge of the 
Bible and its meaning and we must seek to know 
Christ more personally and more perfectly all 
the time. 


‘Third Speaker: 


We are living in a time when if we do not have 
some serious thinking on the part of many young 
people, we shall see our way of life destroyed 
before our eyes. We criticize the Communists for 


their godless, materialistic philosophy, but many 
of our people are just as materialistic as they are. 
The main difference is that the Communists have 
done some thinking and we have not. Far too 
many of our people seem to be interested only 
in material security. They will approve any 
policy and any official which promises them com- 
fort and security. We need people who are com- 
mitted to the idea that freedom is deeper than 
comfort. We need people who are willing to 
oppose that which is popular but wrong and who 
have the courage to stand for that which is diffi- 


cult but right. We need young people who know 


right from wrong and who are not willing to 
compromise the right for the sake of popularity 
or comfort. We need young people who will 
stand for the truth and the right as God makes 
it known to us in Jesus Christ. 


Some of the most prominent nuclear scientists 
are young men who were in their teens less than 
ten years ago. They are thinking young people, 
and they are making their contribution to the 
world. We too can make an important contri- 
bution, not only in the areas of industry and 
science, but in the areas of morality and spirit- 
uality, if we will think seriously and keep our 
minds submissive to Christ. There is no ques- 
tion about it... our thoughts are important! 


(For a closing prayer it would be most ap- 
propriate to sing the first stanza of ‘““Take Thou 
Our Minds’”.) 


Columbia Theological Seminary 


Columbia Theological Seminary announces 
that it has just received a conditional gift of 
$500,000, or one-tenth of the amount which is 
being sought in the institution’s current Expan- 
sion Program. This anonymous contribution — 
by far the largest single gift ever provided for 
Columbia Seminary — is offered as a challenge 
to Presbyterians of the supporting Synods and 
the whole will be available only if $4,500,000 is 
subscribed by other friends by January 26, 1964. 
In order that the seminary may not have to wait 
until the entire sum has been raised before 
receiving any benefits, however, the donors have 
agreed to contribute $50,000 of the total prom- 
ised each time the seminary has secured$450,000 
from other sources. A further condition of the 
grant is that at least $500,000 of the $5,000,000 
to be raised shall be used to provide endowment 
for the Department of Pastoral Care, with a 
view to developing at Columbia Seminary one of 
the outstanding Departments in that field to be 
found in the entire country. 
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It is believed that this challenge gift, coming 
in the early stages of the campaign to provide 
for the needs emphasized in the recent report 
of a Survey Committee headed by Dr. Charles 
L. King, will serve as a tremendous stimulus to 
increased efforts on the part of all friends of the 
institution. Reports received from Pee Dee Pres- 
bytery in South Carolina, the first area in which 
an actual canvass has been conducted, are high- 
ly encouraging and various churches have al- 
ready advised the seminary that they have 


reached or exceeded their quotas, based upon _ 


an average gift of $20.00 per member. 


The present phase of the Seminary’s campaign 
in the Synods of South Carolina and Georgia is 
to be concluded in 1959. A general campaign 
in Atlanta is to be conducted during the month 
of April under the leadership of Mr. Ivan Allen, 
]r., a prominent young business man who is a 
member of the First Presbyterian Church of 
that city. A campaign in the Synods of Alabama 
and Mississippi has been authorized for 1960. 
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World Mission Receipts 


Budget for 1959 $4,530,000.00 
Received to date 73,984.01 
Percentage of Annual Budget 

received for 1959 1.63 % 


Balance needed for 1959 4,456,015.99 


GEORGIA 
_ Fraternal Delegates 


Atlanta—(PN)— The General Assembly’s Per- 
manent Committee on Inter-Church Relations has 
announced their choice for fraternal delegates as 
follows: 


1) To the United Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., 
The Rev. David L. Still, principal 
The Rev. James I. McCord, alternate. 


2) To the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church 
The Rev. Mare C. Weersing, principal 
The Rev. Ferguson Wood, alternate. 


3) To the Reformed Church in America 
The Rev. E. C. Scott, principal 
The Rev. Kenneth G. Phifer, alternate. 


4) To the Church of Scotland 
The Hon. Philip F. Howerton 


5) To the Presbyterian Church of Ireland 
The Hon. Philip F. Howerton. 


ALABAMA 


Birmingham—(PN)— Beginning February 1, the 
worship service of South Highland Presbyterian 
Church here, is being broadcast at 11:00 a. m. over 
radio station WCRT. 


The pastor, the Rev. Eugene Poe, said that 
South Highland church will be one of the first 
Presbyterian churches of the Birmingham area to 
broadeast its services. 


Hymnals will be distributed to shut-ins so that 
they may join in the singing as well as listen to 
the service each week, Mr. Poe said. 


3irmingham—(PN)— A young Baptist minister 
was suddenly called on to fill some big shoes when 


he addressed a missions rally of all churches in the 


Birmingham Presbytery, (U.S.). 


Dr. Lamar Jackson, pastor of the Southside 
Baptist Church, stepped into the seven-league 
Texas boots of former General Assembly Modera- 
tor, Dr. William M. Elliott, on short notice, when 
the Dallas pastor’s plane was grounded in Jackson, 
Mississippi. 


Dr. Elliott was the scheduled speaker for the rall 


for world missions held February 3 at the South 


Highland Presbyterian Church here. 


Dr. Jackson boosted Presbyterian mission efforts 


and suggested four guides for Christians to follow 


in both the home and foreign mission programs: 


(1). Learn about missionary work and needs 
around the world. (2). Trust missionary leaders 
to do their jobs. (3). Offer prayers and money. 
(4). Dedicate lives to fulfilling the Great Com- 

“Our aim as Christian witnesses’, he said, “is 
to bear the good news to all parts of the world. 
The future demands that we do more.” : 


FEBRUARY 25, 1959. 


FURNISHED MONTREAT COTTAGE FOR SALE 


Large, choice location. Kentucky Road. Pine 
panelled. Stone fireplace. Three bedrooms. 
Outdoor grill. All utilities electric. Reasonable 
MARION G. BRADWELL, COVENANT 
CHURCH, ALBANY, GEORGIA. 


\ \ 
THE Bl 
is central in 


Our Presbyterian Literature 


published by the 


iy BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, US. 


Dr. Jackson emphasized the shortage of mis- 
sionaries reading a want-ad from the Christian 


Observer. “This ad asks for 200 missionaries in all 


fields from agriculture to medicine’, he noted. 


While he urged concern and support for foreign 
missions, he said, ‘‘let’s keep the home base strong.” 
He urged the assembled Presbyterians to support 
home and foreign missions simultaneously. 


He paid tribute to missionaries who “have been 
faithful unto death, and have established beach- 
heads for Christianity throughout the world.” 


The Rev. Donald Esty of Ensley First Presby- 
terian Church, and the Rev. Eugene Poe of the 
host church also participated in the program, which 
was preceded by a dinner. 


World Mission Conferences 


TUSCALOOSA PRESBYTERY — World Mis- 
sion Area Conferences were arranged by Rev. J. 
David Simpson, Executive Secretary, to be con- 
ducted in Tuscaloosa Presbytery Jan. 18th - 25th 
inclusive. In these conferences the Presbytery was 
privileged to have the services of Dr. William A. 
McIlwaine of our Japan Mission, Miss Jacquelyn 
Muris of our Belgian Congo Work, and the Rev. 
John Talmage of our Korean Mission. The con- 
ferences consisted of inspirational messages, class 
meetings for both youth and adults, and the show- 
ing of the Film — “Mid-East Profile.” 


The host churches serving as area-centers for 
the holding of the conferences were Aliceville, First 
Church; Boligee, First Church; York, First Church; 
Greensboro, First Church; Demopolis, First Church; 
and Salem, First Church. On the opening day of 
the conferences the Tuscaloosa Municipal Area 
was covered by the Missionaries with addresses and 
programs in the First Church, Tuscaloosa, the Cov- 
Second Bethel and the St. Paul 

‘hurch. 


In addition to the conferences and special ad- 
dresses with different separate groups during the 
week, the Tuscaloosa Presbytery meeting in the 
First Church, Tuscaloosa, on Tuesday the 20th 
a Dr. William A. MelIlwaine in a special ad- 
dress. 
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All of the host churches serving as area centers 
served bountiful suppers on the evenings that con- 
ferences were held in their churches. The fellow- 
ship, inspiration, and instruction received in these 
conferences will doubtless better prepare the 
churches of Tuscaloosa Presbytery to contribute 
more in prayer and material substance to the 
cause of World Missions. 


Prattville—(PN )— Prattville Presbyterians dedi- 
cated a scholarship fund for needy Presbyterian 
boys and girls, so that that they may continue their 
education. 


The fund, known as the James M. Graham Fund, 
was begun with a gift of $5,000 by the H. B. Dowell 
family, Tulsa, Okla. The Dowells are former mem- 
bers of the Prattville First Presbyterian Church. 

Dr. James M. Graham was pastor of the First 
Church from 1928 until 1948 when he was elected 
pastor emeritus. He continued to serve in this 
capacity until his death in 1955. He had served 
as moderator of the East Alabama Presbytery, and 
for many years was treasurer of the Presbytery’s 
Home Mission Committee. 


Other activities included Red Cross service, and 
helping to organize the Alabama Tuberculosis As- 
sociation and the Autauga County Health depart- 
ment. He spent many years working in Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Tennessee. 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta—(PN)— The annual training classes 
for the Women of the Church of Atlanta Presby- 
tery began Thursday, Feb. 12, at the North Avenue 
Presbyterian Church here. 


Classes are scheduled for 10 a. m. each consecu- 
tive Thursday for five weeks. Each Thursday du- 
plicate interest groups will be offered during two 
class periods. Some examples of the subjects are: 
Visitation for the Church, Cooking for Large 
groups, and How to Lead a Discussion. 


Two credit courses will be offered to the Women 
of Atlanta Presbytery. Dr. Arthur Vann Gibson, 
pastor of Morningside Presbyterian Church here, 
will teach a course in “Our Presbyterian Beliefs’’. 


The. Rev. James V. Johnson, Jr., Secretary of 
Stewardship of the General Council of the denomi- 
nation, will teach the credit course in Stewardship. 


Synod of Georgia 
Presbytery of Augusta-Macon 


The Presbytery of Augusta-Macon met in the 
historic First Church in Augusta, Ga., on January 
27th, 1959, with Dr. Charles H. Gibboney as Mod- 
erator. There were twenty-six ministers and twen- 
ty-nine ruling elders present, plus seven alternates 
and several visiting elders and deacons. 


One of the highlights of the day was the report 
of the Commission appointed to constitute the new 
Covenant Presbyterian Church in Augusta. This 
Church was organized on January 25th, 1959, with 
127 charter members, eight ruling elders and fif- 
teen deacons. The Church School, worship services 
and young people’s activities are being held in the 
Langford High School at present, with the Rev. 
James V. Johnson, of the General Council, serving 
as temporary supply. Plans are being made for 
beginning construction of the Church plant on the 
property purchased by the Presbytery for this pur- 
pose. 
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The Presbytery voted on a revision of its Manual 
to allow for setting up of a Presbytery’s Council, 
charged with Stewardship work and the oversight 
of the office of the Executive Secretary. 


The Rev. Wick Broomall was received from the 
Presbytery of South Carolina and a commission ap- 
pointed to install him as pastor of the Westminster 
Church, Augusta. All treasurer’s reports were pre- 
sented and the books submitted for audit. The 
Stated Clerk gave a partial statistical report show- 
ing that there was a marked increase in the mem- 
bership of the Presbytery, due in part to the spe- 
cial emphasis on evangelism during the year. Be- 
nevolence figures showed that there was an increase 


of over $10,000 to Assembly’s causes over the past 


year and over $12,000 to budgeted benevolences. 


The Commissioners to the next General Assem- 
bly were elected and are as follows: Ministers: 
Principals — E. Lamar Wainwright and Henry A. 
> Alternates — Robert Strong and Wade 

. Huie. 


Ruling Elders: Principals — Marcus Hickson, 
Fort Valley, Ga. and L. A. Williams, Tennille, Ga., 
Alternates — Jack Hubert, Crawfordville, Ga., 
and Tom Lovelace, Eatonton, Ga. 


The Presbytery went on record as disapproving 
of the statement made recently by representatives 
of Churches of the National Council of Churches 
at a special study meeting on World Order. This 
statement has been much publicized and refers 
to recognition of Red China. 


The Presbytery engaged in special prayer in re-. 


lation to the conditions in the Belgian Congo. 


Another highlight of the day was the report of 
several Churches asking for permission to amend 
calls to provide for salary increases to their min- 
isters and the report of the Church Extension 
Committee that the Home Mission pastors now 
receive at least $4,200 a year plus Group Insurance 
and Medical coverage, along with the other provi- 
sions made by the Churches and the Committee. 


Detailed information was given by members of 
the Committee on Christian Education concerning 
its work and the dates for the young people’s 
camps, etc. Special recognition was made of our 
ministers serving as Chaplains who either were 
in attendance or had submitted excellent reports 
of their work along with statistics which may be in- 
cluded in the Presbytery record. 


The Rev. John D. Campbell was elected Mod- 
erator and the invitation of the Henry Memorial 
Church in Dublin to meet there on April 21st, 


was accepted. s ¢ 
R. D. Earnest, S. C. 


Savannah Presbytery 


The regular winter meeting of Savannah Presby- 
tery was held in the First Presbyterian Church, 
Waycross, Jan. 27, 1959. There were twenty Min- 
isters and twenty two Ruling Elders present. The 
Retiring Moderator was Mr. Terrell Porter, a Rul- 
ing Elder in the host church. Following the mes- 
sage by the Retiring Moderator the Communion 
of the Lord’s Supper was administered by Revs. R. 
W. Schmoyer and F. Clyde Pratt. 

Rev. Richard Bass, St. Marys, was elected as 
Moderator. Rev. John P. Simmons is Stated Clerk, 
and Rev. J. Edward Bates is Permanent Clerk. 
Dr. H. Dockery Brown, Jr., pastor of the host 
church, welcomed the Members of Presbytery and 
visitors, noting that the Presbytery was meeting 
in the new sanctuary recently completed. 
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Rev. Ben F. Moore was received from the Pres- 
bytery of Mecklenburg, accepting a call to the 
St. Simons Church. Rev. R. W. Cochran was re- 
ceived from the Presbytery of Westminster, ac- 
cepting a call to the Metter Church. Arrangements 
for their installations were made. The Special 
Committee appointed to consider amendments to 
the Confession of Faith and Book of Church Or- 
der, gave its report through the Chairman, Dr. J. 
Walton Stewart, Jr., recommending that they be 
approved. The vote was twenty three for and 
seventeen against. The report of the Special Com- 
mittee appointed to study the Revision of the Book 
of Church Order was given by the Chairman, Dr. 
J. E. Cousar, Jr. It was largely approved, with a 
few suggested changes. 

Commissioners to the General Assembly were 
elected as follows: Ministers, J. Walton Stewart, 
Jr. and David E. Boozier; Ruling Elders, Fred An- 
derson of Jesup, and G. H. Achenbach of Vidalia. 


_ The Alternates are: Ministers, J. P. Simmons and 


L. A. Beckman, Jr.; Ruling Elders, Silas M. Hearn 
of Fitzgerald, and H. T. Beasley of Savannah. 


Mr. Fraser Rambo, a Ruling Elder in the Hines- 
ville church, was named as moderator-in-Nomina- 
tion for the next Stated meeting. The next regular 
meeting, being an adjourned meeting, will be held 
in the Jesup church, May 19th, at 10 A. M. 


LOUISIANA 


New Orleans—(PN)— Mrs. Malcolm Williams, 
a member of the St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian 
Chureh here, was elected president of the United 
Church Women of New Orleans at their annual 
meeting in January. 

Mrs. Williams is a former president of the board 
of the Young Women’s Christian Association. 


New Orleans—(PN)— Dr. David L. Stitt, presi- 
dent of the Austin, Tex., Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, conducted a series of evangelistic ser- 
vices at Metairie Ridge Presbyterian Church dur- 
ing the last week of January. 

Dr. Stitt ’s first sermon was on Sunday morning, 
and he spoke each evening through Friday at 7:30. 

The host church extended an invitation to attend 
the series to all Protestants in the Greater New 
Orleans area. 

Dr. Stitt is well-known throughout the South. 
He is a former moderator of the Synods of Mis- 


-souri and Texas, and held pastorates in Haskell, 


Tex., and St. Louis, Mo., prior to his becoming 
president of the seminary. He has done work of 
much service in the denomination, and has been 
a featured speaker for the 1956 Presbyterian Hour, 
produced by the Protestant Radio and TV Center. 


New Orleans—(PN)— Earl S. Mulley of New 
Orleans has been named the 1959 seminary fellow- 
ship winner at the Austin, Tex., Presbyterian The- 
ological Seminary. 


The son of Mrs. Harold J. Mulley, and senior 
student at the Austin Seminary, Mr. Mulley will 
receive his B.D. degree in May. 


Mr. Mulley was student body president at War- 
ren Easton Senior High School, and served as 
senior class president of the Tulane college of 
business administration. He was also president of 
the Tulane Westminster Fellowship. He holds a 


degree from Tulane University. 


As part of his seminary field work, Mr. Mulley 
has served as the student assistant pastor of the 
Claiborne Avenue and Westminster Presbyterian 
churches of New Orleans. 


FEBRUARY 25, 1959 


The seminary fellowship, awarded annually by 
the seminary board of trustees for graduate work, 
is given on the basis of Christian character, schol- 
arship, personality and ability. 


LOUISIANA 


The Presbytery of Louisiana held its Winter 
meeting January 20, 1959 in De Ridder, Louisiana. 
The meeting was called to order by the Retiring 
Moderator Dr. C. D. Wardlaw, First Presbyterian 
Church of Lake Charles. 


In Lieu of the Moderator’s sermon, Mr. W. S. 
McKee, Candidate for licensure and ordination 
and pastor elect of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Jennings, Louisiana preached using the text 
John 3:16. This was accepted as parts of trial for 
ordination. 


The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was con- 
ducted by Rev. Roger Greenslade, First Presby- 
terian Church, De Ridder, and Dr. C. D. Wardlaw. 


Ruling Elder B. M. Skerrett III, First Lafayette, 
moderatoral nominee was elected unanimously as 
moderator for the next six months of Louisiana 
Presbytery. 


Rev. H. J. P. L’Heureux, Fairfields Presbyterian 
Church, Baton Rouge was elected Temporary Clerk. 


Rev. Roger Greenslade was elected as Modera- 
toral nominee. | 


Two communications taking the form of peti- 
tions for Church organization from groups in the 
cities of Denham Springs and Lake Charles, Lou- 
isiana, were read by the acting Stated Clerk, Rev. 
W. B. Venable, First Presbyterian Church, Baker, 
Louisiana. 


The petitioning group from Denham Springs 
represented the Chapel which has been developed 
under the auspices of the Home Missions Com- 
mitte of Louisiana Presbytery. This group began 
in an assembly room of the Senior High School 


‘on July 27, 1958. Shortly thereafter they pur- 


chased an old abandoned elementary school build- 
ing located on 2% acres of land at the cost of 
$11,000.00. The building which has been renovated 
by the congregation has an auditorium with a seat- 
ing capacity of approximately 250 and 12 usable 
class rooms. This group is made up of Presby- 
terians from the Synods of Texas, Missouri, Ar- 
kansas, Mississippi and Louisiana. There are three 
deacons and 1 elder and 10 Sunday School teachers 
from these churches. 


In addition a lovely new manse of brick con- 
struction has been purchased awaiting the occu- 
pancy of the first pastor. A Sunday School has 
been organized with an enrollment of approximate- 
ly 50. The Women of the Church has been organ- 
ized and is functioning with one Circle. Gifts from 
the congregation and friends have amounted to 
approximately $4,000.00. The tentative budget, 
which has been adopted for 1959, is $9,000.00. 
The development and organization of the First 


SERMONS FROM JOB 


Twenty of Calvin’s famous sermons on the 
Book of Job. Introductory Essay by Harold 
Dekker. Leroy Nixon, Translator. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 


L. W. Gratz, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


S Hagins Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw S. C. 


C. E. Hinson. Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. Honea Path, S. C. 


T. R. Martin, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, 5S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mar.:Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmer Tolliver Mar.-Prop. | 


COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY COURTESY HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mgar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 


T. L. Beckham, Mgar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 

Elmo Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 


J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 
OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 
MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 
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Rev. F. 


Presbyterian Church of Denham Springs is_ the 
result of co-operative efforts on the part of all 
of the ministers in the Baton Rouge area who have 
given of their time to supply the pulpit and of 
their substance to equip the church. The follow- 
ing have been elected by the Presbytery of Lou- 
isiana to serve as the commission for organiza- 
tion of the First Presbyterian Church of Denham 
Springs on March 1, 1959. 


Rev. Parks Wilson, University Presbyterian 
Church, Chairman, Dr. Aiken Taylor, First 
Presbyterian Church, Alexandria, Louisiana, Dr. 
John Melton, First Presbyterian Church, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, Rev. Leonard O. Elmore, Sec- 
ond Presbyterian Church, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
J. L’Heureux, Fairfields Presbyterian 
Church, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Rev. J. K. Aiken, 
Monte Sano Presbyterian Church, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, Rev. William O’Neal, Broadmoor Pres- 
byterian Church, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Ruling 
Elder John Naylor, Broadmoor Presbyterian 
Church, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Ruling Elder R. 
L. Hamilton, Baker Presbyterian Church, Baker, 
Louisiana, Ruling Elder Reed Gardner, First Pres- 
byterian Church, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Ruling 
Elder Selser Pickette, Sr., First Presbyterian 
Church, Alexandria, Louisiana, Rev. C. L. Cheshire, 


Jr., Supt. Church Extension, Louisiana Presbytery. 


Dr. C. D. Wardlaw, Minister of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Lake Charles, presented the 
petition approved by the session and session’s Com- 
mittee on Church Extension which contained 149 
signatures. One hundred thirty three of the pe- 
titioners are members of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Lake Charles. There is a great pos- 
sibility that before the church is officially orga- 
nized on February 8, 1959, that this group will in- 
crease to. approximately 175. When the first wor- 


ship service was held on January 4, 1959, in the 


ROTC Building at McNeese State College in the 
Wesley Foundation Methodist Student Center, a 
Sunday School was, also, organized with 146 en- 
rolled. There are twenty teachers. In this group 
there are two elders and four deacons from the 
First Presbyterian Church, Lake Charles and sev- 
eral men who were previously ordained as deacons 
in other churches. 


Due to increase in number this group is now 
meeting in the ROTC building of McNeese State 
College. Four Circles for the Women of the 


Church have been organized. Temporary com- 


mittees have been appointed. Sponsors for both 
Pioneer and Senior Fellowship have been chosen. 


The church will be located on a lot consisting 
of a little more than two acres adjacent to McNeese 
State College. This property was purchased from 
the proceeds of real estate originally acquired 
by the Presbytery of Louisiana. The First Pres- 
byterian Church of Lake Charles has committed 
itself to furnish $30,000.00 for this project to be 
paid over a period of three years. In addition, it 
will furnish housing for the minister for the first 
year and equip and provide an office. Other gifts 
from the Presbytery, Synod Student Foundation 
and the General Assembly will aggregate approxi- 
mately $45,000.00 for building purposes. It is 
estimated that additional funds will be secured 
from the personnel of the newly organized church. 
This will enable the St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church, the name proposed by the congregation, 
to erect a first unit valued at $75,000.00. 


The following commissions were appointed by 
the Presbytery of Louisiana to organize the St. 
Andrew’s Church on February 8, 1959: » 


Dr. G. Aiken Taylor, First Presbyterian Church, 
Alexandria, Chairman. 


FEBRUARY 25, 1959 


Dr. C. D. Wardlaw, First Church, Lake Charles. 


Rev. Roger Greenslade, First Church, Lake 
Charles. 


Rev. Roy McCown, Westminster Church, Maple- 
wood, Louisiana. 


Rev. C. Linwood Cheshire, Baton Rouge. 


Ruling Elder T. W. Kirby, First Church, Lake 
Charles. 


Ruling Elder John Fowler, Westminster Church, 
Maplewood. 

Commissioners to General Assembly elected: 
Ministers: 


Rev. C. J. Matthews, Rev. George H. Taylor, 
Rev. Carl C. Phillips. 


Alternates: 


Rev. John C. Neville, Rev. James Terrell, Rev. 
J. K. Aiken. Ruling Elders: Westley Chatellier, 
Dr. Edward O. Munson, Jr., Mansell Slaughter. 


Alternates: 
Lee O. Lester, David P. Mills, G. A. Nordstrom. 


The report of the ad interim committee on mar- 
riage, divorce and re-marriage was approved. 


The report of the interim committee on “A Pro- 
posed Revision Of ‘The Form of Government of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States’, 
was approved with the following exceptions: 19:2; 


Report of the Women of the Church of the 
Presbytery of Louisiana was presented by Mrs. 
J. R. Sheppard, President and Member of the 
Jackson Street Presbyterian Church, Alexandria, 
Louisiana. The emphasis which this organization 
is placing upon its work for 1959 is that of in- 
creasing its membership and attempting to get ac- 
tive those women who are now being carried on in- 
active rolls. 


Report of the Commission on the Minister and 
His Work, was presented by Rev. Hiram Reeves, 
Chairman, Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Opelousas, Louisiana. The Committee approved 
the calling pending examination for licensure of 
Mr. W. S. McKee, Pastor-Elect for the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Jennings. Approval was given to 
Rev. Roger Greenslade so that he might become 
the Minister of Education at the First Presbyterian 
Church of Lake Charles pending the pastoral disso- 
lution of the Presbytery of Louisiana. This dis- 
solution being effected, Mr. Greenslade, will as- 
sume his new duties on January 21. 


Report of Evangelism Committee was presented 
by Rev. Jeff Aiken, Minister of the Monte Sano 
Presbyterian Church, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The 


recommendations which were adopted related to 


the General Assembly’s program of Evangelism. 
The Presbytery of Louisiana has promised to co- 
operate in this effort. 


Candidate for the Ministry. Mr. John Fowler, 
Ruling Elder in the Westminster Church, Maple- 
wood, Louisiana, was received under the care of 
Louisiana Presbytery as a candidate for the Gos- 
pel Ministry. Mr. Fowler plans to enter one of our 
seminaries just as soon as the way is clear. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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The meeting adjourned to meet in order to 
finish the business on the docket at the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Opelousas, Louisiana, February 
12, 1959. 


Submitted by: C. Linwood Cheshire, Jr., Supt. 
Church Extension, Louisiana Presbytery, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. 


William Venable, Acting Stated Clerk, Baker 
Presbyterian Church, Baker, Louisiana. 


MISSISSIPPI 


The Retirement of 
Rev. Allen W. Duck 


Your committee appointed by Presbytery to 
bring in commendations on the Honorary Retire- 
ment of Rev. Allen W. Duck beg leave to submit 
the following: 


Allen Washington Duck was born in the area 
of the Unity Presbyterian Church about eight 
miles south of Liberty, Amite County, Miss., March 
20, 1887. He was reared in the above community 
and attended grade school there. Later he went 
to Centerville, Miss. where he worked and attend- 
ed high school at Liberty where he also did a good 
part in working his way. After this he entered 
Southwestern Presbyterian University at Clarks- 
ville, Tenn., where he graduated with the degrees 
of Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Divinity. He 
was married to Miss Mary Wiley Hampton October 
24, 1917. To this union two sons were born, Allen 
Washington, Jr., and Joyn Charles. 


He was licensed and ordained October 12, 1916 
by Mississippi Presbytery where he served for the 
most of his ministry. His pastorates were Redlick, 
Miss. Presbytery 1916-1923; Long Beach and 
Handsboro, Meridian Presbytery, 1923-1928 and 
Wesson and Monticello, Mississippi Presbytery 1928 
till retirement, which means he was there for 
thirty one years. He has been honored by our de- 
partment of country church work and we honor 
him to day for this long and faithful service in all 
the above churches and work. 


Mr. Duck has also served the Presbytery in many 
ways. He was elected Stated Clerk of the Presby- 
tery in 1943 and continued this till this meeting 
of Presbytery or his retirement. He has been a 


member of the Board of Directors of Chamberlain | 


Hunt Academy since 1940. He attended the Gen- 
eral Assembly four times: Charleston, W. Va.; 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 1940 and Montreat 1932 and 
1953. 


We wish to congratulate Mr. Duck on his hono- 
rary retirement and express to him appreciation for 
his long and continuous and faithful service in the 
Kingdom of God. 


May God continue to bless and use him in his 
retirement and say to him: “Thou hast been faith- 
ful over many things. Enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord’. We feel that Mr. Duck can well say: 
“T have fought a good fight’’. 

Respectfully Submitted. 
Robt. M. McGehee, Chairman 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Burgaw—(PN)—An elder in the Presbyterian 
Church here, T. T. Murphy, who is known through 
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out his state as “Mr. Superintendent”, has resigned 
as head of Pender County Schools after 56 years of 
service in that capacity. 


Thurmond Tate Murphy became superintendent 
of Pender schools in 1903, and served almost con- 
tinuously since. The only break came when he 
went to the University of North Carolina in 1906. 


Setting records is not new to Mr. Murphy. Long 
active in the civic and religious affairs of the area, 
he set something of a record several years ago 
by serving as clerk of session in the Presbyterian 
Church for over 30 years. 


He has also served about 30 years as secretary 
of the Masonic Lodge in Burgaw. 


Mr. Murphy was the oldest superintendent in 
point of service in North Carolina’s public school 
system. 


Howard Holly, a member of the Board of Ed- 
ucation in Pender County, led the praise for the 
retiring superintendent when he said, “Pender 
County is a richer place for having had his serv- 
ices”’, 


Holly pointed out that “Children just naturally 
love him, and he certainly loves them. He always 
will stop whatever he’s doing to talk a minute 
with a child’’. 


Mrs. Murphy is the former Julia Logue. Their 
two daughters, Julia and Nancy, are both teachers. 


Davidson—(PN)— Davidson College is one of 
64 private institutions in the country to share in 
grants totaling $528,630 from the Esso Education 
Foundation, it was announced January 23. 


The capital grants are being made by Esso to 
aid science education at the undergraduate level. 


Raeford—(PN)— The Rev. W. B. Heyward, 


Raeford Presbyterian Minister, was honored by the © 


Kiwanis Club here as their ‘““Man of the Year” for 
1958. 


Mr. Heyward has served the Raeford Church 
since 1947. He is a graduate of Hampden-Sydney 
College and Union Theological Seminary, Rich- 
mond, Va. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Columbia—(PN)— Dr. Norman Dunning, British 
attorney, educator, and preacher, has been the 
special speaker for a mission at the First Presby- 


terian Church in Columbia during the last week in 


January. 


Dr. Dunning was also invited to lead the open- 
ing prayer in the S. C. House of Representatives, 
as guest chaplain. He was introduced by House 
chaplain, the Rev. Leslie Edwards. 


Columbia’s two daily papers, published by the 
State-Record Company, have given enthusiastic sup- 
port to the meeting. Tom McMahan, editor of re- 
ligious news for the State, who has been reporting 
Dr. Dunning’s sermons each day, says that in his 
opinion, Dr. Dunning “is remarkable for lucid 
thought and felicity of expression and he majors on 
making clear the meaning of Scripture and re- 
lating that meaning to history and to common life 
today”’. 
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Clinton —(PN)— Dr. Raymond B. Purdum, for- 
mer president of Davis Elkins College in. West 
Virginia, and Presbyterian College professor here 
since 1956, died Feb. 4, following a brief illness, 
in a hospital in Greenville, S. C. 


Dr. Purdum, 60, is survived by his wife, Mrs. 
Myrtle Matthews Purdum and four children. 

He served the West Virginia school as president 
from 1944 to 1954, and had also served as head 
of the chemistry department there, and as dean. 

Upon retirement, he had devoted his attention 
to coal interests in Elkins, W. Va., until coming 
here in 1956 as a chemistry professor. 


A native of Providence Forge, Va., he attended © 


the University of Virginia. Active in Presbyterian 
affairs, he was moderator of Greenbrier Presbytery 
in West Virginia, and had served as a commissioner 
to the General Assembly in 1947. 


Clemson—(PN) — Presbyterian forum leaders 
for Religious Emphasis Week, Feb. 10-14, at Clem- 
son College were The Rev. Lynn T. Jones, pastor 
of the Eastminster Presbyterian Church of Colum- 
bia, S. C., Dr. C. Newman Faulconer, pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church of Greenville, S. C.; and Dr. 
S. J. L. Crouch, retired Presbyterian minister to 
students at Clemson College. 


The Rev. C. E. Raynal, Jr., is pastor of the Fort 
Hill Presbyterian Church in Clemson. He was in 


charge of the direction of the Presbyterian part 


of the program. 


TENNESSEE 


_..Nashville—(PN)— The Rev. and Mrs. Edward 
C. Langham, Jr., of Our East Brazil Mission an- 
nounce the arrival of a daughter, Eleanor David- 
son. She was born on Jan. 31, in Campinas. 


The Langhams have two daughters. 


Mrs. Langham is the former Elizabeth (Betty) 
Kilpatrick of Augusta, Georgia. She studied at the 
Junior College of Augusta and is a graduate of 
the University of Georgia. She is a member of 
the oe Memorial Presbyterian Church of Au- 
gusta. | 


_ Mr. Langham is from Montgomery, Ala. He 
studied at Alabama Polytechnic Institute and Hunt- 
ington College. He is a graduate of Presbyterian 
College and Columbia Theological Seminary. He 
is a member of Congaree Presbytery. 


VIRGINIA 


Hampden-Sydney—(PN)— “The Civil War in 
Retrospect” will be the subject of a series of lec- 
tures and discussions sponsored at Hampden-Syd- 
ney College throughout the month of April. Four 
of the nation’s outstanding historians, Dr. Avery 
Craven, Dr. Frank Vandiver, Dr. Henry Steele 
Commanger, and Dr. Bernard Mayo, will be brought 
to the campus to direct these lectures and discus- 
sions for the students and interested friends of 
the campus. 


_ Dr. Avery Craven will lecture on Tuesday, April — 


/, on some aspects of the origins of the Civil War. 
He will be accompanied by Dr. Mayo who will act 
as moderator of the three sessions and provide the 
unifying thought to the series. On Tuesday, April 
14, Dr. Vandiver will speak on some phase of the 
conduct of the War and on Friday, April 24, Dr. 
Commager will take some broader views of the 
entire period. 
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WHY EVERY BIBLE READER 
| SHOULD OWN 


STRONG'S EXHAUSTIVE 


CONCORDANCE of the Bible 


by JAMEs STRONG 


@ Strong’s makes Bible study more 
thorough, more convenient, more 
rewarding. It lists alphabetically 
every word, in every passage 
which it occurs. With only one key 
word, you can quickly and easily 
find the passage you seek. 
@ Strong’s is a basic library of four 
complete books— 
| Main Concordance 
Comparative Concordance 
Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary 
Greek Dictionary 
@ Strong’s is a lifetime possession 
for everyday use—an essential too] 
for every minister, student, teacher, 
every Bible reader. 
1809 Pages 9x12 Inches 
3 $11.50 
Thumb Indexed, $12.75 
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Dr. Avery Craven is a native of North Caro- 
lina. He received his doctorate from the University 
of Chicago in 1923, and since that time he has 
taught at Michigan State College, Illinois Uni- 
versity and the University of Chicago where he has 
been the full professor of history since 1929. 
Further, he has been a visiting professor at Sydney, 
Australia, at the University of Cambridge, and at 
the University of Salizburg. He is former president 
of the Southern Historical Association. 


Dr. Vandiver, a native of Texas, was awarded 
his doctor’s degree from Tulane University in 1951. 
He is now the Associate Professor of History at 
Rice Institute in Houston. He is the author of the 
Confederate Command System (1956) and Mighty 
Stonewall (1957). 

Dr. Commanger was born in Pennsylvania. He 
worked for his doctorate at the University of Chi- 
cago, receiving it in 1928. He has also studied at 
Oxford and Cambridge receiving an M.A. from 
each. He has served on the faculty as a member 
of the history department at New York University, 
Columbia University, and since 1956 has been 
Professor of history and American Studies at Am- 
herst College. Commanger is the recipient of the 
Herbert B. Adams Award of the American His- 
torical Association for the year 1929. He has visit- 
ed as tac Harmsworth Professor of American His- 
tory at Oxford University and has served twice 
as a visiting professor at Cambridge as well as at 
universities in Sweden, Germany, Israel, and Italy. 


Dr. Mayo, the moderator of the three meetings, 
is a native of Maine. He was awarded his doctor’s 
degree from Johns Hopkins University in 1931. 
Mayo has been a member of the faculties of George 
Washington University, American University, and 
Georgetown University. Since 1940 he has served 
as professor of history at the University of Vir- 
ginia. In 1946 he visited at Harvard as the pro- 
fessor of history. His latest book is Jefferson and 
Way of Honor (1951). 


PAGE 21 


Hifi 
ne 
£0 
an 
4 
ne | 
er 
V- 
ly 
te 
f 
in 
n 
e 
h 
h 
nN 
e 
e 
3 


EEE 


BOOKS 


THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN 
PRAYER. Division of Evangelism, Presbyterian 
Center, Atlanta, ten cents. 


The Division of Evangelism is to be warmly 
congratulated on discovering and making avail- 
able for this vear’s program on evangelism this 
able brief treatment of a most vital theme by 
the professor of Bible in the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School. 

As a piece of sermonic work, this is a gem. 
We are recommending it for use in the depart- 
ment of homiletics as an example for our stu- 
dents, and we commend it to ourselves and our 
brother ministers as a study needed to remind 
us of the kind of careful contextual, exegetical 
and expository work that ought to go into every 
sermon. 

A study in prayer, it will help bring the grace 
of the Spirit to undergird our praying and our 
living. Hope and the Holy Spirit are the bonds 
that call us to godly living. Most of all, as 
an important section of the Bible this study 
makes this portion of the Word of God—become 
alive for readers and hearers. 


—W.C. R. 


AND TO THE ESKIMOS. Gleason H. Ledyard. 
Moody Press. $3.75. 

The author is the chairman-director of the Es- 
kimo Gospel Crusade, a mission reaching Eskimos 
with the Gospel message. This race of people who 
inhabit the Arctic coast, live by hunting and fish- 
ing as they did hundreds of years ago. From 
Mongolian stock, these hardy people have clung 
to their former way of life along with the witch- 
craft that binds them. This volume is the story of 
the progress of Gospel work in this seldom-heard-of 
field and several accounts of God’s watchful care 
over the Ledyards as they toiled in this perilous 
Arctic. 


THE YEARS THAT COUNT. Rosalind Rinker. 
Zondervan. $2.00. 

For 12 years Rosalind Rinker has worked with 
young people. She has come to recognize their 
problems, not only as real problems but as her 
own. She had already lived through a rich back- 
ground of 12 missionary years in the Orient, 
experiencing at first hand the vast difference 
between life lived in the Light of the Presence 
of Jesus Christ and life in darkness. She believes 
that the basic problems of all human nature— 
young and old—educated and uneducated, are still 
unsolvable except through personal Oneness with 
Christ. In this work the author shows young people 
that Christianity is Jesus Christ. The author urges 
young people not to be satisfied with second best. 
This volume will be- beneficial to high school 
students, college students, working young persons 
and also those who want to know how to deal with 
the problems of young people. 
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ALL THE MEN THE BIBLE. Lock- 
yer. Zondervan. $4.9 


Dr. Lockyer has given in this volume a portrait 
gallery of more than 3000 Biblical characters. It 
is a cyclopedic work with the names and their 
meaning and the appropriate Scripture citations of 
these men. The book shows careful research and 
is a splendid work for ready reference. This vol- 
ume should be of special value to ministers who 
are planning to preach on the characters of the 
Old and New Testaments. 


DEVOTIONS AND PRAYERS OF JOHANN 
ARNDT. John J. Stoudt. Baker Book House. $1.50, 


Johann Arndt was a German theologian of the 
16th century. He is best remembered for his 
elassic works “‘True Christianity” and “Garden of 
Paradise.’’ These devotions and prayers have been 
selected from these two books. 


Dr. Stoudt has chosen 52 selections that will 
serve to deepen the life of faith for modern man. 
He believes that these selections are as meaningful 
for us today as they were for Johann Arndt when 
he first gave them to his congregation in Bruns- 
wick, Germany. We heartily recommend this volume 
to all who are seeking fresh, devotional material. 


John R. Richardson 


BIBLE DOCTRINE FOR LEADERS IN CHRIS. 
TIAN EDUCATION. Committee on Christian 
Education, Bible Presbyterian Church. 25c. 


The purpose of this course is introductory. It is . 
not meant to be an over simplification or a short- . 
cut. The truths to which attention is given in this 
study are those which every Christian ought to 
have more than a passing acquaintance.- Those in 
places of leadership in our churches should most 
certainly have a working knowledge of the truths 
considered in this booklet. 


THE PEOPLE OF THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS. 
John Marco Allergo. Doubleday & Co. $5.00. 


This volume gives a complete pictorial record of 
the dramatic story of the Dead Sea Scrolls. There 
are pictures to show the places where the Scrolls 
were found as well as the desert and caves in 
which the people of the Scrolls lived just before the 
dawn of Christianity. The striking photographs 
tell the exciting story of the discovery of the 
Scrolls and the subsequent archaeological excava- 
tions and research. The superb illustrations are 
accompanied by an exceptionally clear text which 
explains the history of the Scrolls and their im- 
portance to present-day religious faiths. 


The volume with its magnificent photographs 
brings the ancient community to life as no text 
ever could. 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE PAPACY. Hans 
Kuhner. Philosophical Library. $6.00. 


The Encyclopedia of the Papacy is made up of 
concise historical accounts in chronological order of 
the more than 260 popes of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Largely factual, the account of each pope 
includes the exact dates—day, month, and year— 
of his pontificate, information which is invaluable 
in studying the sometimes perplexing papal chron- 


ology. 


Protestants will disagree with some of the ideas 
found in this volume. For example, Peter is put 
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as the first pope. This, Protestants refuse to ac- 
cept. Although this is a useful book it should be 
ointed out that it will be more acceptable to 


oman Catholics than to Protestants. 


YOUNG PILLARS. Charles M. Schulz. Warner 
Press. $1.00. 


The author is a well-known cartoonist. Here he 
deals not exclusively in humor, but he manages to 
resent a low-pressure message about the well- 
lalaaene Christian life. His humor is always gentle 
and kind. | 


JEROME’S COMMENTARY ON DANIEL. Glea- 
son L. Archer, Jr. Baker Book House. $3.95. 


verome was a Church Father and famous ec- 
clesiastical author who died in A.D. 420. His 
writings cover all the principal departments of 
Christian theology but the most numerous and im- 
portant belong to that of Biblical study. Among 
such is his commentary on Daniel which is one 
of the most interesting and significant of his ex- 
pository works. It is frequently consulted to this 
day. It here appears for the first time in the 
English language. This commentary has high value 
for the academic world and it is of particular 
value for research. 


PREACHING ON THE LIFE OF CHRIST. W. S. 
McBirnie. Zondervan. $2.00. 


The author has gone back to the very founda- 
tions of the gospel story. He has walked over 
the very places where Christ preached, healed and 
taught. From his extensive background of archaeo- 
logical study in the Holy Land, Dr. McBirnie brings 
new vividness to the treatment on the life of Christ. 


HE IS LORD OF ALL. Eugene Carson Blake. 
Westminster Press. $1.00. 


Dr. Blake devotes 5 chapters to this great sub- 
ject, “He is Lord of all.” The chapters represent 
addresses given to the National Council of Presby- 
terian Women’s organizations and to its executive 
committee which met at Purdue University in the 
summer of this year. 


As we read this volume we marked notes of 
assent beside certain paragraphs. We’ve also 
marked dissent beside others. It is clear that the 
author follows the liberal theological position held 
by many in his communion. He espouses the hy- 
pothesis of biological evolution and goes in for 
the universal brotherhood of man. We are grateful, 
however, to have him affirm that the way to know 
God is through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

—John R. Richardson 


WOMAN IN THE CHURCH. Russell C..Prohl. 
Kerdman’s. $2.00. 


What is the God-pleasing status of woman in 
the church? How can a woman best fulfill her 
duties and obligations as a royal priestess? These 
and other such questions find serious consideration 
in this volume. The difference of opinion on the 
status of woman in the church has existed for a 
long time. The author-seeks to throw some light 
upon this problem in the light of the Scriptures. 
He believes that this problem requires a Biblical 
answer based on sound hermeneutical principles. 
The 12 chapters in this volume represent the re- 
sults of such a searching on the subject. 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT IN YOUR LIFE. Andrew W. 
Blackwood, Jr. Baker Book House. $2.50. 


Most of our readers are familiar with the writ- 
ings of Dr. Andrew W. Blackwood, Sr. Dr. Black- 
wood has contributed much to the departments of 
homileties and especially Biblical exposition. It is 
a pleasure to note that his son has inherited much 
of his father’s ability and is gaining a reputation 
for his own gift in indicating the revelance of the 
Bible for contemporary living. 


‘;here are 11 chapters in this book. They deal 
wiih such important subjects as the Spirit of the 
Bible, the Spirit and the Church, the Spirit in 
Salvation and Receiving the Spirit. The author 
is correct in saying that the outstanding need of 
the church today is to rediscover the Holy Spirit. 
This, however, does not mean that God is lost 


‘and man has to search for Him. Rather, as the 


author points out, the facts are just the opposite. 
Man is lost and God is searching for him. This 
volume will help readers to realize afresh that the 
church needs the flaming consciousness that God 
is present in the person of His Holy Spirit to guide 
His church and to confer magnificent blessings. 


For the most part this book is marked by theo- 
logical maturity. On page 54, the author writes, 
“I am sure that Jesus in the days of His flesh 
knew sickness as one member or another of His 
body was ill.” This reviewer cannot subscribe to 
this idea. Christ’s body was a sinless body and 
since the Scrintures do not indicate that He had 
the slightest illness, we may well believe just the 
reverse of what the author states in this respect. 
We do concur, however, with his idea that the body 
which js His church is not completely. healthy. 


Ministers who plan to prepare a series of ser- 
mons on the Holy Spirit could gain a number of 
fine insights from this new work. It can be read 
with pleasure and profit by all who are interested 
in the third person of the Holy Trinity. 


John R. Richardson 


WESTERN ASCETICISM. Owen Chadwick. 
Westminster Press. $5.00. 


Dr. Owen Chadwick, distinguished English schol- 
ar, bresents in this volume, 3 important documents 
of the early Christian church: the sayings of the 
fathers. the Confidences of Cassian, and the Rule 
of St. Benedict. 


The sayings of the fathers comprise more than 
half the entire book. The authors separated them- 
selves from their communities and lived as hermits 
along the banks of the Nile. They acquired a 
great reputation for sanctity. John Cassian visited 
Egypt and carried the message of the desert fathers 
to monasteries in Gaul. In his Confidences, he 
reproduces conversations of the Egyptian ascetics 
adding, it is generally thought, some literary re- 
finement in the process. 


The third section presents the Rule of St. 
Benedict of Nursia. The great religious genius 
softens the rigors of physical austerity and stresses 
the spiritual qualities of obedience, humility and 
patience. Benedict organized his monks in com- 
munities and made manual labor a daily require- 
ment for all. His Rule which deals with all as- 
pects of the monastic life, is full of humility and 
gentle understanding. 


This book will be of special interest to students 
of the history of religion. It should be of value 
to Roman Catholics and certain groups within the 
Anglican communion where ascetic practices are 
still observed. 
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